BRADLEY SIMULATIONS
UCOFT
The COFT is well on it’s way toward becoming the true trainer of the 21st century mechanized fighting force.  It will not however be the only trainer available to the mech force.  The ARMY National Guard Bureau has leveraged its version of a conduct of fire trainer in the B-FIST and COFT-21.  This was demonstrated at the 2003 Infantry Conference.  These systems, though different in configuration, are essentially the same system. The B-FIST is an appended trainer in that, it ships in boxes and attaches to an existing BFV, whereas COFT-21 will be a sheltered version similar to the existing COFT.  The similarities end there though.  The COFT-21 is state of the art computers, with cutting edge graphics and a user friendly interface.  Start up times from cold start are in the neighborhood of 1 minute, and reliability has been shown to exceed existing systems.  The B-FIST is approved for use “In Lieu” of the COFT for B-FIST equipped NGB units.
The Active Duty ARMY will be receiving its version of the new trainers soon, but as with all good products can not be rushed.  The manufacturers are working to develop a “Proof of Principal” model to be tested sometime in late spring 2004.  Once the prototype passes design specification testing, production will be spun up and the field will begin receiving their new trainers.  This will be heralded by a NET-Team from Ft. Benning arriving ahead of the trainers to begin training new Instructor Operators and Senior Instructor Operators.
  Any questions concerning the Re-Host can be directed to the COFT REP from the Bradley Proponency Office (BPO) or our Training Systems Specialist.  
BATS
The Bradley Advanced Trainer (BATS) is currently being fielded concurrently with the M2A3.  It is a PC based device that utilizes 9 computers (8 desk top size) to run the simulated environment.  Currently, the only units who have fielded the BATS are 1-29 IN Ft. Benning, 1-10 CAV Ft. Hood, 2-8 IN Ft. Hood and 2-5 CAV, Ft Hood.  The latest version of BATS software update has fixed a majority of the system operating errors and enabled functionality promised in the initial releases that did not live up to design specifications.  The infamous “Dr. Watson” issues are a rarity, if ever seen anymore, and the system is quicker to power up and down with less loss of training time due to failures.  Know that is not “Perfect”, but it is getting close.  
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