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PURPOSE


The Master Gunner Newsletter is designed to ensure master gunners assigned at all levels are informed of current changes in the Bradley community.  It is used to supplement new information pertaining to mechanized Infantry, Scout, Fist, ADA, Marine Corps, and Engineer business; it also contains older established information that may have been overlooked, never received, or just plain forgotten.

The Master Gunner Newsletter is available Online at the Infantry Master Gunner Homepage, each Active Component Master Gunner (battalion/squadron, brigade/regiment, and division/corps levels) and National Guard and Reserve Component Master Gunners at battalion/squadron level and above should download and disseminate the Newsletter semi-annually. It is essential that Reserve Component and National Guard senior Master Gunners ensure that copies of this newsletter are disseminated to their subordinate units.  Copies can be viewed and/or downloaded, at the Master Gunner website

GENERAL

The instructors at the Master Gunner Branch (MGB) usually will write the articles included in the Newsletter; however, we have broadened the scope to all of the schools and components located at the Collins Training Center to include the Mechanized Leaders Course (MLC), Bradley Transition Course (BTC), Stryker/Bradley Proponency Office (S/BPO), New Equipment Transition Team (NETT) conduct of fire trainer branch (COFT) as well as the Bradley Master gunner Course (MG), If you like to post information or a story posted on our newsletter please forward it to us by utilizing the “mail from the field for master gunner branch” link on our website.  The main experience base lies with Master Gunners who are in the field on deployments and combat theaters.   The success of this newsletter depends on a two-way flow of information.  Any ideas, suggestions, or articles should be sent to the following address:



BRADLEY MASTER GUNNER NEWSLETTER



B.CO. 1/29 INFANTRY (M)



FT. BENNING, GEORGIA 31905

Point of contacts and Email address:


Master Gunner Branch Chief:  Phone: DSN 544-7231/6556 or Commercial (706) 544-7231/6556.  Email:   mastergunneroperations@benning.army.mil


Newsletter Editor: Phone: DSN 544-7231/6556 or Commercial (706) 544-7231/6556.  Email:   mastergunneroperations@benning.army.mil

GENERAL cont.

Keep us updated! The only way for us to know who you are, and what information you need is to keep us up to date on who you are so, drop us an e-mail: “mastergunneroperations@benning.army.mil” and give us the information. Additionally, if you haven’t heard from us for a while drop us a line and reestablish communications.  


Feedback is a necessity!  This paper is not for us the instructor it is for you the MG in the field we desperately want feedback from the field, it not only helps us the instructor, but the students that attend the course. This reduces the same mistakes being made over and over again. Remember, it might not seem like a big deal to you but it might be very important to someone else.
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TECH TIPS with 
 





    SSG Melton








    
    Master Gunner Instructor/ Writer


SSG Melton instructs 25mm maintenance at the BFV Master gunner Course. This information is meant to help keep your equipment out of the U.M.C.P. and in the fight.

    Differences Between the M242 Enhanced & M242 Standard Guns

1. IDENTIFICATION

The M2A3 & M3A3 BFVS are being fielded with an “Enhanced” M242 Automatic gun (M242 ENH).
The M242 ENH has a number of improved components that are to be used only in the enhanced
version; other changes have been incorporated that will also be incorporated into the Standard gun
through normal attrition. The M242 ENH can be identified by the following markings:

Receiver: Stamped with “M242 ENH” on the receiver side: Part Number is

12524301.
Feeder Assembly: Has Quick Detachable Bridges; Part Number is

“12524100-1”
Barrel Assembly: Has Chrome Lining in Bore; Part Number is "1252452CT.

2. COMPONENT DIFFERENCES

A. Breech Assembly, PN 12524527 (Standard PN: 12524370)
 The Breech Assembly for the M242 ENH was made larger to improve its fatigue life. One of the
main reasons that this was done was the increased use of AP ammunition in combat versus HE ammo.
When the M242 was first introduced it was envisioned that the gun would fire a 1:3 ratio of AP to
HE ammo. Experience in Operation Desert Storm showed that this is reversed; AP was fired in 3:1
ratio with HE. Since AP puts a higher load on the breech during firing, the breech diameter
was increased by approximately 5 mm to provide the added strength. This will also insure that the
breech will be able to withstand the even higher loads delivered by the M919 Depleted Uranium
(DU) round. Increasing the breech diameter also required that the receiver housing be modified to
accommodate the added size. The "enhanced" breech assembly will not fit into a standard receiver. The standard breech assembly will be loose in an enhanced receiver. The M242 ENH's Breech assembly is identifiable by its larger diameter, and by the "ridge" cut around the aft end of the breech.

Continued on next page:
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B. Recoil Mechanism, PN 12524530 (Standard PN: 12524420')

       The recoil mechanism was modified to reduce recoil forces delivered to the gun mount from 12,000
pounds-force to 9,000 pounds-force. The lower recoil force should also reduce the amount of barrel
support cracking. This was accomplished by removing one inner and one outer spring from the recoil
mechanism spring sets, modifying the damper housing’s configuration, and using a recoil cap that is
slightly shorter than the original recoil cap. Recoil load is reduced by providing a longer recoil
stroke, dispersing additional recoil force. This recoil mechanism must be used in conjunction with
the M242 ENH breech assembly. The new PNs for the inner and outer spring sets are 12524532 &
12524531 respectively, and may only be assembled onto the unique damper housing, PN 12524533.
The shorter recoil cap, PN 12524529 may be used on both the M242 ENH and the Standard M242.

C. Barrel Assembly, PN 12524520 (Ribbed, Chrome)
Each M242 ENH is being fielded with a chrome lined barrel assembly. The purpose for the chrome
lining is to extend the barrel life when firing AP ammunition, particularly the M919 DU round. The
chrome barrel assembly will work with the standard gun. The older versions of barrels, (round, and
ribbed nitrided) will work with the M242 ENH but their use is not encouraged.

D. Triple Spring Clutch, PN 12524542 (Standard PN: 12524146)
The M242 ENH gun drive motor clutch has been redesigned to use three concentric springs, instead
of the single or double spring configurations found on Standard M242s. The new clutch design will
supply a higher breakaway torque and should provide longer clutch spring life. Using the triple
spring clutch does require a modified bevel gear set; M242 ENH guns must use bevel gear set PN
12524549 in conjunction with the triple spring clutch. The gear that mounts over the triple spring
clutch has been milled out to fit over the additional clutch spring.

E. “Quick Detachable” Bridge. PN 12524584 (Standard PNs 12524489 & 12524488)
This is the most visible change for the M242 operator and-was incorporated to simplify clearing


TECH TIPS cont.
ammunition jams when the gun is stilt installed in the vehicle. The same new bridge is used in both
the upper and lower feed paths, as opposed to a separate configuration for each feed path. The
bridge attachment has been “fool-proofed” so that it can only be installed correctly, with the
bridge spring latch towards the vehicle’s feed chutes. To accommodate the new bridge, a number
of parts are unique to the new Feeder Assembly, PN 12524100-1

NEW PN                                              REPLACES PN

PN 12524576 Aft Upper Link Stripper                          12524484

PN 12524577 Aft Lower Link Stripper                          12524487

PN 12524578 Forward Upper Link Stripper                  12524485

PN125Z4579 Forward Lower Link Stripper                  12524486

PN 12524574 Forward Feeder Assembly                      12524273

PN 12524575 Rear Plate Assembly                               12524190
The four new Link Strippers have two each “buttons” that capture the new bridge rather than using
cap screws on the previous version. Both the new Forward Feeder and Rear Plate Assemblies have
been milled down to provide clearance for the new bridge’s spring. The new bridges may only be
used in conjunction with all of the above-mentioned parts. The Feeder Assembly, PN 12524100-1
supplied with the M242 ENH will work interchangeably with the standard gun. Note: Ensure your quick detachable bridges are present these Items should now become a pre combat check prior to a gunnery density.

F- Gun Drive Motor, PN 12524409 (Standard PN: 12524494 & 12524473)


The M242 ENH uses a 24 VDC, 1.0 HP motor with a jumper wire between pins J1M and J1U. The    motor size was changed on the Standard M242 some time ago from 1.5 to 1.0 HP; the 1.5 HP motor was essentially a 28 VDC motor that was not capable of achieving High Fire Rate quick enough, because Of the power available in the turret. Changing to the 24 VDC, 1.0 HP motor corrected this problem. A jumper wire was added to allow the vehicle built in test (BIT) to be able to detect if the Gun Electrical Cable is completely attached to the gun drive motor. This will work by the vehicle BIT checking for continuity between J1M & J1U; if there is no continuity, the vehicle BIT will instruct the crew to check the Gun Electrical Cable connection. The new motor will work interchangeably with the Standard gun.

G. Feed Select Solenoid, PN 12524404 and Feed Select Solenoid Harness, PN 12524403
(Standard PNs: 12524168 & 12524167 respectively)

    The M242 ENH is being fielded with a Feed Select Solenoid (FSS) containing a removable FSS harness that has a jumper wire between Pins Pl-K A Pl-N; this is the ONLY change between the new and old FSS with detachable FSS harnesses. The purpose of adding the jumper wire was to allow vehicle BIT to detect if the Feeder Assembly handle is all the way down, and the 14-pin connector is properly engaged. This will work by the vehicle BIT checking for continuity between the gun drive motor's J1M & J1T if there is no continuity, the vehicle BIT will advise the crew to ensure that the Feeder Assembly Handle is all the way down. (As with the motor jumper wire, it is my understanding that vehicle BIT does not yet utilize this jumper wire for BIT). Until such a time that Vehicle BIT looks for the jumper wire connection contained in the 12524404 FSS. The previous M242 FSS versions will work with the M242 ENH gun but their use is not encouraged. The new FSS will work interchangeably with the Standard gun. 

[image: image9.jpg]




[image: image10.wmf] 

IO/SIO UPDATE with






SSG Mandile





                                 
Master Gunner Instructor/ Writer


SSG Mandile instructs IO/SIO for the BFV Master Gunner course. This information is meant to help answer any questions and to help streamline your UCOFT/BATS training program.

Combat is the ultimate test of an Infantryman’s abilities.  To help ensure our fighting force is ready to meet the challenges of the modern battlefield, the ARMY has chosen simulation as a cost effective and viable alternative to augment necessary field training.

The Master Gunner community is striving to help bring the field the best in state of the art simulations training.  To help facilitate this, we have teamed up with the S/BPO simulations team to help contribute to the evolution of the Bradley Advanced Trainer System, or BATS for short.  This is the equivalent of COFT for the A2/ODS platform.  The BATS has the flexibility to train the essential skills for both gunnery and combat.  Its threat based timing matrices coupled with the T-P-U based grading system is in keeping with the Army’s 25 series field manuals and the Bradley Gunnery field manual, FM 23-1.  Its use of  “Off the shelf” modern components and industry standard assembly, assure it will be the trainer of choice for the A3 crew.

The Bradley Advanced Training System (BATS-G) was developed for the U.S. Army to meet the need for a Bradley Fighting Vehicle A3 gunnery trainer.  The purpose of BATS-G is to train and sustain crew’s ability to perform critical tasks required in the direct fire engagement process.  Crews are initially assigned according to duty position on the unit battle roster to one of the following training programs:

· Sustainment—Primary and alternate crews that increase proficiency in operating the turret weapons of the BFV in the fundamentals of BFV gunnery and individuals assigned as primary and alternate crew members on the battle roster

· Cross—Crews not yet proficient in operating the turret weapons of the BFV and are cross training to become proficient.

The Instructor/Operator (I/O) is the keystone for the BATS-G training.  The I/O operates the trainer and trains the crews in gunnery/combat skills.  The I/O can accomplish this task only by thoroughly understanding the training system and the critical training role played by the I/O.

The BATS-G replicates the A3 vehicle functions, and provides training that duplicates realistic gunnery/combat environments.  The BATS-G training program follows current BFV doctrine, allowing the commander to structure training around the unit METL.  The BATS-G consists of the following components:

· A crew station simulates the appearance and functions of the turret armament controls, and equipment.

· An Instructor Operator Station (IOS) through which the I/O initiates exercises, monitors the crew’s performance, and interacts with the crew during the training session.

· A Remote Monitoring Station provides an area for briefings and AARs.

· An Image Generator (IG) produces color scenes through the crew’s sight.

Currently the BATS-G is undergoing a software update that should be completed in the lab by November 2002, and into the field by the spring of 2003.  This software update will fix all of the critical failures of the BATS-G including target presentation, crew management, and scoring procedures.  

The BATS is likely to see continued service in an embedded version called the Embedded Trainer, or the BETS.  As the Bradley A3’s turret is already virtually a network of computers, the BETS will be an add on, seamlessly integrated and unobtrusive to the crew. This device will not replace BATS training only assist crew sustainment training in M2A3 Battalions

Those not receiving the A3’s can take comfort that the COFT re-host continues to be a viable alternative for the future of COFT.  The re-host is still in its pre-development phase, and is still being looked at to replace the aging, if not enduring, current systems.

We recommend when you have a COFT down that you should call 1-800-315-2120. This 1-800 number gives you a priority and forces the contractor support to respond to and fix a down COFT system within 72 hours. If the problem has not been fixed 72 hours the Life cycle contractor support begins to be penalized for each additional day the COFT is down.

Finally, there is the Close Combat Tactical Trainer “CCTT”.  These trainers have been deployed in a number of posts and are a welcome addition to the simulations arena.  Allowing entire companies to train on collective tasks while minimizing OPTEMPO and training area costs.
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 UPDATE: FM 3-22.1 with

SFC Riley   



                 Stryker / Bradley Proponency Office (S/BPO)


SFC Riley is the Branch Chief of the Bradley Proponency Office and is an experienced Master Gunner. This Information is meant to give you a quick heads up to the changes forthcoming in the new Bradley Gunnery manual.




FM 3-22.1 Design and Format Change:

The FM 3-22.1 is currently undergoing a manual revision. This revision will focus on the rThe Bradley Gunnery Manual FM3-22.1 is currently in revision. The updated manual will show a significant design change from the existing 1996 edition. The restructure of chapters, sections and appendixes to focus on the Weapon Qualification standard at crew level for all Bradley platforms (BT VIII). This will show:

1. Clearly, identify a common standard and crew training strategy through BT VIII applicable to all variants of the BFV.

2.   Place, all variant specific advanced gunnery tables (IN, CAV, ADA, ENG and FIST), training strategies and events into separate stand-alone chapters. 

Additionally we will provide other branches, chapters for their specific strategies and events beyond BT VIII. This will reduce the field's concern about an "Infantry Slanted“ manual. Align with the new DA PAM 350-38 (STRAC) format. During this design, change other modifications to include replacing line art and orient information to characterize A2ODS as the baseline vehicle along with incorporating minor changes and editorial corrections.

    With all the changes we are working towards a goal of 2nd quarter FY03 

(FEB-MAR 03) Camera Ready Copy. 

For a draft overview of the TOC contact the following: BPOChief@benning.army.mil
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  HEAT ROUNDS with





    SSG Harden





    Master Gunner Instructor / Writer


SSG Harden instructs Bradley Crew Evaluator, AAR, Crew Device and Live-fire Gunnery, Training Management, and Short Range Training Plan for the BFV Master gunner course. This information is to help keep you from in front of those heat rounds.

Balance your training programs: The integrated training strategy located on page 6-5 figure 6-1 is a great tool for you to use if you just took over a battalion and need to get a baseline of performance for your training records. As you and I know when you take over a master gunner position, the records from the previous master gunner are great to have, but if you don’t have that luxury always get back to the basics and build your gunnery training plan as balanced as possible, I know it is not the perfect world, things go wrong and you need to war game those situations as much as possible to lessen the blow on your plan, when I say a balanced plan I’m talking about the balance of training between the mounted sections and your rifle infantry, in the integrated  training strategy the training happens not always at the same time but in some logical sequence, distinguishing, Preliminary, Device and Live-fire windows.  Doing the appropriate training in those widows are your keys to a successful gunnery density.
Help out the new mg: Some times, our veteran Master Gunners become consumed with events and don’t always assist and mentor a newly graduated master gunner.  This can result in the newly graduated MG struggling through gunnery or even being relieved because he just didn’t know or just wasn’t aware of something that was installation or command specific.  Remember, we as veterans may be busy but that is not half as bad as being the new guy struggling.  Try and take some time to coach and mentor the new MG, it will pay big dividends later.
 See you next issue! SSG Harden                                         
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 MASTER GUNNER 






 GRADUATES

Class 1- 02

	SSG
	ALBRIGHT
	CHRIS
	C, 3/15 INF
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	BRIAR
	ROBERT
	B BTRY, 4/3 ADA
	GERMANY

	SSG
	BRISTER
	ALTON
	HHD EN BDE, 1ST CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	BROWN
	DERRICK
	HHD EN BDE, 1ST CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	CARTER
	AARON
	HHB, 1/41 FA
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	COOK
	CHADWICK
	C TROOP, 1/4 CAV
	GERMANY

	SFC
	CRITTENDEN
	RAYMOND
	HHD EN BDE, 1ST CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	DYCUS
	RICHARD
	A TROOP, 1/4 CAV
	GERMANY

	SSG
	GADSDEN
	HENRY
	HHD EN BDE, 1ST CAV
	FT HOOD

	SFC
	HERNANDEZ
	RAUL
	B, 1/306 INF
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	LOWE
	MICHAEL
	B, 1/41 INF
	FT RILEY

	SSG
	MAX
	CHRISTOPHER
	C, 1/41 INF
	FT RILEY

	SSG
	MCGUFFEE
	ALAN
	NATIONAL GUARD
	VALDOSTA, CA

	SSG
	MEADOWS
	JOHN
	B, 3/15 INF
	FT STEWART

	SFC
	MUELLER
	DEAN
	C, 1/306 INF
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	NEWMAN
	KEITH
	HHD EN BDE, 1ST CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	OSTROM
	TRAVIS
	2/136 INF
	MINNESOTA

	SSG
	PATTERSON
	ADRIAN
	C, 1/4 ADA
	FT RILEY

	SSG
	PAULSON
	MIKE
	A, 1/41 INF
	FT RILEY

	SSG
	PENNELL
	EDWARD
	B, 1/41 INF
	FT RILEY

	SSG
	PEREZ
	CHARLES
	C, 1-16 INF
	FT RILEY

	SSG
	RUFFIN
	TALMADGE
	A TROOP, 1/4 CAV
	GERMANY

	SSG
	SHIPP
	BRIAN
	A, 1/36 INF
	GERMANY

	SSG
	SMITH
	ROBERT
	B, 1/29 IN REGT
	FT BENNING

	SSG
	SPARGER
	SAMMY
	B, 20TH ENG BN
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	STANLEY
	BRIAN
	ADA 1-3 ACR
	FT CARSON

	SSG
	STERNER
	TRAVIS
	14TH INF
	PENNSELVANIA

	SGT
	STEVENS
	CRAIG
	109 FA
	PENNSELVANIA

	SSG
	TAIJERON
	JESSE
	B, 2/2 INF, VILSEC
	GERMANY

	SSG
	TERRELL
	TERRENCE
	B BTRY, 1/4 ADA
	GERMANY

	SFC
	WHITMIRE
	DON
	HQ, 2/121 IN
	ALBANY, GA

	SGT
	WOHLFORD
	MARTIN
	HHD EN BDE, 1ST CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	ZUMEK
	JASON
	B, 3/15 INF
	FT STEWART


	SSG
	ANDRADE
	STEPHAN
	B 1-4 CAV
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SSG
	BARBIN
	ANTHONY
	C 1-30 IN
	FORT BENNING

	SSG
	BEAVER
	WILLIAM
	C TRP 3/3 ACR
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	BECKER
	JOSEPH
	C TRP 1-7 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	SGT
	BLOYER
	CLAY
	B CO 2-7 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	SSG
	BRISCOE
	ROBERT
	C CO., 1-18 IN
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SSG
	BROSCH
	MICHAEL
	C CO, 2-2 IN
	VILSECK, GERMANY

	SSG
	CAMILLONE
	MATTHEW
	B BTRY, 1-4 ADA
	WACKERNHEIM, GERMANY

	SSG
	CANTRELL
	JAMES
	C CO, 2-2 IN
	VILSECK, GERMANY

	SFC
	CASTRO
	FELIX
	HQ, 1-122 RTI
	MACON

	SSG
	CHAVEZ
	DOMINGO
	A CO, 1-8 IN
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	CHAVEZ
	ELIAS
	K TRP, 3-3 ACR
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	DAILY
	GREGG
	C CO, 1-8 IN
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	DIAZ
	JUAN
	B CO, 2-8 IN
	FORT HOOD

	SSG
	DURRIN
	SHAWN
	B TRP, 1/3 ACR
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	FERNANDEZ
	EDUARDO
	A TRP, 1-4 CAV
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SGT
	GOBLE
	TERRY
	D CO, 2-7 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	SSG
	GUEST
	ALBERT
	A CO, 4-3 ADA
	LARSON BKS, GERMANY

	SGT
	GWALTNEY
	WILLIAM
	A CO, 3RD LAR
	29 PALMS

	SSG
	HEYGOOD
	STACEY
	C CO, 1-9 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	SSG
	JACKSON
	CLIFFORD
	C CO, 1-4 CAV
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SSG
	JOHNSON
	DEMONICA
	B CO, 1-36 IN
	FRIEDBERG, GERMANY

	SSG
	JONES
	GEORGE
	HQ, 1-9 FA
	FORT STEWART

	SSG
	JONES
	ROBERT
	C CO, 1-30 IN
	FORT BENNING

	SSG
	KEIL
	ROBERT
	A CO, 2-2 IN
	VILSECK, GERMANY

	SSG
	LIGAS
	TODD
	A CO, 3-7 IN
	FORT STEWART

	SSG
	MACHUCA
	PAUL
	B CO, 2-7 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	MSG
	MEYEN
	ARNOLD JR.
	3-3 3DAA BN
	CAMP PENDLETON

	SSG
	MOATS
	CLINTON
	B CO, 1-36 IN
	FRIEDBERG, GERMANY

	SSG
	NIEMEYER
	PETER
	A CO, 1-8 IN
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	PATTON
	WALTER JR.
	C CO, 1-9 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	SSG
	PAULO
	DWAYNE
	E TRP, 2-3 ACR
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	PEREZ
	ROBERTO
	B TRP 1-4 CAV
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SSG
	ROGERS
	STEVEN
	HHC, 2-63 AR
	VILSECK, GERMANY

	SSG
	SALINAS
	JOSE
	A TRP, 1-3 ACE
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	SANCHEZ
	MICHAEL
	C CO, 1-8 IN
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	SCHADE
	PRESTON
	A TRP, 1-3 ACE
	FORT CARSON

	SSG
	SEKISHIRO
	KEITH
	C TRP, 1-4 CAV
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SFC
	SIMMONS
	MARK
	B CO, 1-185 IN
	NA

	SSG
	STOCKDILL
	JACOB
	A TRP, 1-4 CAV
	SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY

	SSG
	TAPIA
	BRANDON
	HHC, 2-2 IN
	VILSECK, GERMANY

	SSG
	VANHORN
	GREGORY
	B CO, 2-7 CAV
	FORT HOOD

	SGT
	WALKER
	TODD
	B CO, 2-2 IN
	VILSECK, GERMANY

	SSG
	WALL
	JOSEPH
	C CO, 2-7 CAV
	FORT HOOD


Class 3 - 02

Class 4 - 02

	SSG
	Armas
	Julio
	B co 1/18 IN.
	SCHWEINFURT

	SSG
	Arnold
	Scott
	C 1/7 CAV
	FT HOOD

	SGT
	Bruce
	Chris
	A CO 1/9 CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	Budek
	David
	891 W 13TH ST, 
	SAN PEDRO

	SSG
	Chambers
	Jamaine
	C 1/16
	FT RILEY

	SGT
	Cushman
	Daniel
	A CO 1-167 INF
	FT RUCKER

	SSG
	Currier
	Michael
	A CO 1-167 INF
	FT RUCKER

	SSG
	Ellsworth
	Dale
	A CO 3/15 IN 
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	Frey
	Brian
	C CO 1/26 IN
	SCHWEINFURT

	SGT
	Griffin
	Kirk
	B CO 3-160
	BAKERSFIELD

	SSG
	Hall
	Allen
	HHC 3-160 IN
	TOOLE

	SSG
	Harper
	William
	1-10 CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	Howland
	Adam
	1/1 CAV
	BUEDIGEN

	SFC
	Ironfield
	Milton
	3-160 INF
	TOOLE

	SSG
	Ivings
	Bryce
	C 3/7 INF
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	Kleppe
	Mark
	B BTRY 2/6 ADA
	FT BLISS

	SFC
	Klump
	Tony
	B CO, 1/167 IN
	ANNISTON

	SSG
	Long
	Raymond
	C 1-18 INF
	SCHWEINFURT

	SSG
	McDaniel
	Christopher
	A 3/7 CAV 
	FT STEWART

	SSG
	Merritt
	Thomas
	B BTRY, 1/4 ADA
	WACKERNHEIM

	SSG
	Molina
	Mike
	C 1/7 CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	Montano
	Ronald
	C 1/12 INF
	FT CARSON

	SGT
	Morrison
	Ronald
	3RD LAR
	29 PALMS

	SSG
	Petersen
	Brandon
	A TRP 1/1 CAV
	BUEDIGEN

	SSG
	Price
	Thomas
	G TRP 2-11 CAV
	FT IRWIN

	SSG
	Puls
	William
	B BTRY 4-5 ADA
	FT HOOD

	SGT
	Queen
	Douglas
	A 2-7 CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	Robinski
	Charles
	A 2-7 CAV
	FT HOOD

	SSG
	Rockmore
	Antoine
	B CO 3/47 IN
	FT BENNING

	SGT
	Rodrigo
	Frederick
	B CO 1-185
	HAWTHORNE

	SSG
	Schlairet
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	Schuller
	Kevin
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	SSG
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	SSG
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	Marvin
	HHC 3-47 IN
	FT BENNING

	SSG
	Williford
	Vernon
	B CO 1-12 IN
	FT CARSON
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THE FINAL SAY with



              SFC Killingsworth



              BFV Master Gunner Branch Chief, Sr. Instructor/Writer


SFC Killingsworth, the new Master Gunner Branch Chief speaks out, on some important information pertaining to the course.

I hope this newsletter has been beneficial for you and the updated web page suits your needs.  If not, fire me an email or give me a call so we can include more material, which will help facilitate you in the field.  We started the newsletter so we could provide information routinely to the field however if you need some help, you don’t have to wait on it, just contact us using the mail from the field link on the web page.  There are a couple of topics I would like to discuss.  The first is Master Gunner stabilization.  Upon completing the Master Gunner course a unit can stabilize their new graduate merely by submitting a 4187 to DA Infantry Branch.  A twelve-month request for stabilization is received favorably and is approved unless the service member is already on orders for a special assignment such as Drill Sergeant.  Please inform your commanders to ensure they are aware of the fore mentioned stabilization policy.  Second topic of discussion is the A3 Master Gunner course.  This course is designed to give a Master Gunner those additional M2A3 critical skills needed to not only survive but to excel in an A3 unit.  Specific classes surrounding the course are A3 Familiarization, CTD (Commander’s Tactical Display, FBCB2, IBAS (Improved Bradley Acquisition System), CIV (Commander’s Independent Viewer), Fire Control, BATS Instructor/Operator and Senior Instructor Operator and finally M2A3 Gunnery.  The course is designed to not only train Master Gunners already assigned to M2A3 units but Master Gunners en-route to M2A3 units as well.  All training begins at the operator level culminating with those specific Master Gunner critical tasks.  For example Fire Control not only includes boresighting and zeroing procedures but also includes the all too familiar Turret Components and Functions class we all remember tailored towards an M2A3.  The course was designed in this manner to assist units in reducing the personnel tempo of sending a Master Gunner to the A3 course upon assignment in an A3 unit and allows the soldier to attend prior to assignment.  The course load and structure of the A3 course was briefed at the III corps Master Gunner Conference.  I hope the newsletter has been beneficial.  If you would like to publish information or stories in the next newsletter forward them to me utilizing the mail from the field link on the web page.   Thanks and Take Care!     
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