
Welcome to the United States Army Sniper School. When you volunteered to undergo training here, you accepted one of the most demanding challenges the Army has to offer. Snipers have a proud heritage, which can be traced back to the Revolutionary War. Upon completion of your training here, you will be a member of that heritage. It takes a special type of soldier to meet the challenge and continue this proud tradition. The highest standard has already been set; it is now up to you to meet the challenge.

THE PURPOSE OF SNIPER TRAINING IS:


-To train individuals to engage point targets successfully with long range precision rifle fire at ranges up to 800 meters 

· To qualify individuals in sniper fieldcraft techniques 

GUIDANCE FOR SNIPER STUDENTS 

WHERE AND WHEN TO REPORT 


Students will report to the US Army Sniper School Headquarters (Bldg. 4883) located on Harmony Church no later than 0530 hrs on the class reporting date in PT uniform. If the student does not know where the US Army Sniper School Headquarters is located, he will report to the Staff Duty NCO, 2nd Battalion 29th Infantry Regiment (Bldg. 73) located on Main Post no later than 0500 hrs. He will be escorted or given directions to the US Army Sniper School Headquarters. Inprocessing will begin at 0600 hrs in building 4883. Any arriving after 0800 hrs on the class reporting date will not be processed into the school.

The following is a list of prerequisites for personal attending the US Army Sniper School

1. Volunteer: Must be a volunteer with Commanders recommendation (Non-waiverable)

2. Rank: E-3 trough E-7 (All other ranks waiverable through the Course Convening Authority’s approval).

3. APFT: Minimum of 70% in each event in your age group (APFT will be given on class start date, and is Non-waiverable). Over 40 must have physical clearance for PT.  NO PROFILES!

4. Physical exam: current physical exam (1 year)non-waiverable

5. Psychological eval:   Within 1 year(non-waiverable)

6. CMF: 11B, 11M, and all 18 series (Non-waiverable) 

7. GT SCORE: 100 or higher (Non-waiverable)

8. Weapons Qualification: Consistent Expert with M16A1/M16A2 rifle (Non-waiverable)

9. Retainability: 1 year minimum from course end date ( Non-waiverable)

10. Vision: 20/200 correctable to 20/20 Normal color vision (Non-waiverable)

11. Discipline: No history of drug or alcohol abuse. No history of disciplinary actions (Non-waiverable). 

12. Dependable: Must be capable of working alone under adverse conditions for extended periods of time. 

13. All students must be in accordance with AR 600-9.

 The following are required for students Inprocessing the US Army Sniper School  

1. 5 Copies of orders (NG/AR 10 Copies of orders). 

2. Medical records (clearance for PT if over 40).

3. DA Form 2A and 2-1, ERB

4. Expert Weapons qualification card (within the last six months).

5. Physical, W/SF-88

6. Identification cards and metal ID tags with chains.

7. Psych eval

8. Meal card

U.S. ARMY SNIPER SCHOOL PACKING LIST

1. LBE w/ 2 AMMO POUCHES AND A FIRST AID POUCH

2. LARGE RUCKSACK COMPLETE w/FRAME

3. 2 ONE QUART CANTEENS

4. 1 TWO QUART CANTEENS W/ SLING

5. PONCHO w/PONCHO LINER

6. WATERPROOF BAG

7. CAMMO FACE PAINT

8. CALCULATOR (2 EA)

9. PADLOCK (KEY OR COMBINATION) 2 EA

10. 5 SETS BDU’s, SOCKS AND T-SHIRTS (MINIMUM) (ONE PAIR WILL BE RENDERED UNSERVICEABLE AFTER TRAINING)

11. BDU CAPS 2 EA

12. BOOTS 2 PAIR (COMBAT OR JUNGLE) (ONE PAIR WILL BE RENDERED UNSERVICEABLE AFTER TRAINING)

13. 2 ARMY PT UNIFORMS COMPLETE WITH RUNNING SHOES (SEASONAL)

14. SEASONAL MILITARY ATTIRE (GORTEX, POLYPRO, SLEEPING BAG, ETC.)

15. CIVILIAN CLOTHING (IN GOOD TASTE)

16. UNDERGARMENTS, TOILETRIES, ETC, AS NEEDED

17. EARPLUGS WITH CASE (2)

18. ENTRENCHING TOOL W/CARRIER

19. LENSATIC COMPASS

20. 2 PROTRACTORS

21. PENS/MECHANICAL PENCILS

22. 1 BOONIE HAT FOR GHILLIE SUIT

23. I.D. CARD

24. I.D. TAGS

25. NOTEBOOK

26. GHILLIE SUIT COMPLETE W/DRAG BAG. Subject to inspection by the cadre.

OPTIONAL ITEMS

1. SMALL HAND SAW

2. KNIFE (BLADE LENGTH 4 INCHES OR SMALLER)

3. PRUNING SHEARS

4. MINIATURE BINOCULARS

5. CAMERA TRIPOD

6. 550 CORD

7. 100 MPH TAPE

8. 2 SAND SOCKS

MAIL

Students wishing to receive mail while attending this course must have correspondences sent to the following address:





Students Name, Roster#______





US Army Sniper School, Class_____-_____






C Co 2/29th In Regt






Fort Benning GA 31905

THIS IS A RESIDENT COURSE


Whether the student is from Ft. Benning or another post, the barracks are the student’s home for the next five weeks. 

PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES


Students may travel to Ft. Benning in their own POV’s. Student parking is provided. All students driving POV’S must have vehicles that are in safe operating condition (Subject to Vehicle Inspection, FB Form 35, 1 MAR 90). The student must also have current registration, seat belts, license, and insurance for his POV. All students driving POV’s will them for personal transportation only after duty hours. No POVs will be used during the training day; all students will use the transportation provided by the school.  POVs are off limits except during off duty time.  Additionally, students will not operate their POVs under the influence of alcohol or controlled substances. The operation of a motor vehicle while possessing an open container containing alcohol is also prohibited. Individual violating these rules is subject to punishment under applicable state and local laws as well as the UCMJ.

PROHIBITED ITEMS

The following items are prohibited in the barracks; discovery of any of these items in the possession of a student will be grounds for immediate dismissal from the course and disciplinary actions: smoking, females, alcoholic beverages, controlled substances (drugs), firearms, ammunition, pyrotechnics, switchblades, straight razors, etc. If a student has any doubt if an item is prohibited or considered contraband, he must ask the NCOIC prior to bringing them to the barracks.

DINNING FACILITY



Weekdays hrs-



Breakfast 
0500-0800 








Lunch 

1145-1300








Dinner

1600-1800



Weekends hrs-



Breakfast 
0500-0800








Lunch Saturday
1100-1300








Lunch Sunday      1030-1300








Dinner

1700-1900

BUS TRANSPORTATION 


Shuttle buses run through the Harmony Church area from 0630-0200 daily. Bus stops are located on Old Cusseta Rd. in front of CRC. Buses pass through the area on the hour. The shuttle bus ends at the Main PX on Post, from where the students can get a shuttle bus to Main Post and Sand Hill areas.

HONOR CODE

1. The USAIS Honor Code is based on the principle that integrity is an essential attribute of any soldier. Any student found guilty of a breach of integrity will be relieved from the course, and face possible disciplinary action. The Honor Code accepted at the Infantry School, while broad in application is precise in its meaning: “Each student’s work is his own.” No student may give or receive unauthorized aid. Any student who knows of an Honor Code violation, and fails to report it, has himself committed an Honor Code violation.

2. The Honor Code does not preclude students from working together in or out of the classroom, when directed to do so by the instructor; nor does it preclude mutual discussion of individual solutions to homework requirements prior to submission. The Honor Code is not designed to stifle individual academic freedom, or deny sharing of knowledge or interacting with fellow students, however, all graded requirements, oral or written, weighted or unweighted, must be an individual effort. Students are expressly prohibited from any acts or missions which will provide an unfair advantage over their peers such as collaboration (or toleration thereof) on graded assignments unless specifically authorized to do so by the instructor. Accordingly, each student should report any knowledge of Honor Code violations.

3. Honor Code violations are punishable under the provisions of the Uniform Code of Military justice. 

4. Ref is USAIS Reg. 351-6, para 6. Honor Code 

5. If you are caught cheating on any event you will be dropped from the course.

6. No student may receive unauthorized aid during events: talking during or sharing equipment on Stalk lanes, blocking or shielding or trail blazing during stalk lanes. Talking and looking at Range estimation grade sheets and Target detection grade sheets.

SAFETY 

In the event of an emergency after duty hours, students will notify the 2/29th In Regt Staff Duty NCO and the first available school cadre member. Emergency telephone numbers are as follows:

Fire Dept ----------------911

Ambulance-------------- 911

Military Police----------911 (545-5222)

2/29 In SDNCO --------545-8427 

When calling numbers without the 544/545 prefix from a military phone, students must dial “7” and wait for a dial tone then dial the numbers. Numbers with a 544/545 prefix may be dialed direct 

WILDLIFE AND VEGETATION

There are many snakes of Ft. Benning. Most are harmless but regardless of the type, students should not attempt to disrupt any that they may encounter. Four poisonous snakes common to this region are the rattlesnake, copperhead, water moccasin, and the coral snake. In the event that a student comes in contact with any of these snakes, he must notify cadre member and attempt to bypass the area. In the event of snakebite, he must immediately cease training, seek first aid and medical attention. If the snake is killed or captured, it should taken with the student to the medical facility. 

There are several plants on Ft. Benning that should be avoided. These include Poison Ivy, Poison Oak, and Poison sumac. Additionally, students will not eat any of the plants they encounter during training.

There are many poisonous plants that resemble edibles, such as nightshade.

There are several insects on Ft. Benning that may cause harm.   The most common are ants, bees, and wasps. In the event that a student is bitten and suspects an allergic reaction, he must immediately cease training and seek help. Additionally, all persons who have a known allergy must have a bee sting kit in their possession prior to leaving for training.

There is an abundance of wildlife on Ft. Benning.  Students are here to train, not disturb wildlife during training. If a student comes in contact with an animal that he feels is a threat to him, such as an alligator or coyote, he should bypass the area and notify an instructor.

TRAINING AREAS

During all training students will stay within the prescribed boundaries of the training area.  This is to aid in control and accountability of personnel, and to allow for fair evaluation of the students.  Any student found outside the boundaries of a training area will immediately be terminated from the exercise and receive a score of zero for failure to comply with training standards and for a safety violation. 

HEAT/ COLD WEATHER INFORMATION

Any student who feels that he is in danger of becoming a heat/cold casualty will immediately notify the cadre. If there is no cadre available, he will immediately cease what he is doing and take appropriate measures to ensure his own safety. Nothing we do in training is worth risking injury.  Additionally, all students are broken down into teams. It is the sniper buddies’ responsibility to monitor each other for signs of heat/ cold weather injury. If a student feels that his buddy is in danger of becoming a heat/ cold weather casualty, stop training and immediately notify an instructor. All students need to be familiar with the types of heat/ cold weather injuries and their symptoms.

FIRING LINE SAFETY

Students will wear hearing protection at all times when exposed to excessive noise; i.e., on the firing line or in close proximity to it.  

While on the range, students will not smoke or use open flames within 50 ft. of all designated areas (ammunition point, latrine, paint shed, etc.)  There is no smoking or use of tobacco products while in training (Range Estimation, Target Detection, and Stalks).

Students will exercise caution while handling weapons. All weapons will be treated as though they are loaded at all times. When handling weapons, students will refrain from pointing them at others (unless the training, such as concealed movement, calls for it), placing their hand over the muzzle of the weapon, or resting the muzzle of the weapon on their foot. When carrying the weapon, have it in the safe position, muzzle down. Do not fire blanks within 10 meters of another individual.

When on the firing line, running is not allowed. All personal will not move faster than a range walk. Prior to moving to the firing line, weapons will be checked to ensure that they are clear, and the bolt is locked to the rear. While firing, all safety practices will be observed. Hearing protection will be worn at all times. Firing will not be conducted if personal are forward of the firing line. Weapons will be kept pointed downrange at all times. In the event of a malfunction attempt to correct the problem. If this fails, leave the weapon pointing downrange and seek help from an instructor. In the event that a student has reduced recoil from a round and suspects that a round is lodged in the barrel, do not fire another round. He must place the weapon pointing downrange and seek help from the instructor running that firing point. Any individual observing an unsafe act will immediately call CEASE-FIRE and attempt to correct the unsafe act. Prior to leaving the line, all weapons will be cleared and checked by an instructor.

SNIPER MARKSMANSHIP 

Students must achieve the minimum 140 points or (70%) in each event of the rifle qualification areas. (Record Fire #1, #2 and #3) Each target hit has a total of 10 points. Students will have 20 targets at various ranges. Hit is worth 10 points and 0 points for a miss during record fire #2 and #3, during Record fire #1 each hit is worth 10 points first round, 5 points second round and 0 points for a miss. If a student fails to achieve 140 points on a Record Fire, he will be retrained given a Record Fire retest. The student must obtain a 140 (70 %) on his remedial Record Fire. Regardless of the score, the student will only receive a maximum of 140 points on a remedial Record Fire. If the student fails to achieve 140 points on the Record Fire retest he will be referred to the Course Convening Authority and recommended for release from the course.  When given a Record fire retest, the student testing is authorized to choose a different spotter if he so desires. 

FINAL SHOT

Two Instructors will act as the Sniper’s Observer. He will give the sniper 2 rounds to engage an unknown distance target between 600 and 800 meters. The sniper student will have 3 minutes to engage his first target and 2 minutes to engage his second round. The sniper student must calculate his own elevation and windage before firing. A first round hit is worth 100 points, a second round hit is worth 50 points, and a miss is worth 0 points. If the student misses with the first round the observer will tell him approximately where the round went. The sniper student will then make the necessary corrections and fire again. If the sniper student exceeds the 5-minute time limit to fire both rounds, he will be given a zero.   

RANGE ESTIMATION 

This area consists of 4 practices and 5 graded exercise. Each exercise consists of a target presented at 10 different points. The sniper student will do 4 practice exercises, student will be given 3 minutes to estimate the range to each point using eyes, binoculars and scope.  During graded the sniper student will have 2 minutes to estimate the range to each point using the eye, and M3A Scope. Eye estimations must be within +/- 15%, binoculars +/-10% and M3A +/- 5%.  Each exercise is worth 20 points. Students must achieve 14 points in each graded event. If the student fails to achieve a 14 or above he will be retrained.

STALKING 

This area consists of 4 practices and 5 graded exercise, which range in length from 300 to 800 meters. Each exercise is worth 20 points. While wearing ghillie suit and given M24 with 3 blank 7.62mm rounds.  Each student will have 3 hours to move the required distance, set up in a final firing position, fire 2 blank rounds, identify a 6” letter on a 8” x 8” board, using 12 o’clock and 6 o’clock only.  If a student fails to achieve a 14 on each graded exercise, he will be mentored
TARGET DETECTION 

This subject area consists of 4 practices and 5 graded exercises each worth 20 points. Students will have 20- 30 minutes to draw a sketch of the target area during practical exercises.  Students will use a picture during graded exercises, followed by 40 minutes (15 minutes on each side and 10 minutes to roam the line freely) to detect and describe 10 military related items within the target area. Students will use M22 Binoculars and M144 Spotting scopes for this exercise. Students must score a minimum of 14 points in each event to pass.  If a student does not score a min of 14 on the graded exercise, he will be mentored.

WRITTEN EXAMS

This subject area consists of 3  quizzes and the final exam, which cover every subject area taught at the sniper school. Students are required to achieve a minimum score of 70% on all examinations.  Final exam is a mandatory pass, If you fail you will receive retraining and given a retest.  Fail to pass the retest and you will be referred to the course convening authority and be recommended for release from the course

MENTOR SYSTEM

Each student will be mentored on the previous days training as per the training schedule or prior to each major graded event.   Mentors are provided to answer questions and to work with student on individual problem areas.  Students are highly encouraged to make the most of this time. 







