SUBJECT: INTERIM CHANGE TO FM 3-21.220 (57-220) (SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL MIRPS JMPI)

1. REFERENCE FM 3-21.220 (57-220), STATIC LINE PARACHUTING TECHNIQUES AND TRAINING, CHAPTER 9, SECTION 9-9.

2. THE SLCP MIRPS HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR USE DURING STATIC LINE AIRBORNE

OPERATIONS.

3. INSERT THE FOLLOWING CHANGES TO THE FM AND RENUMBER THE SUBSEQUENT

PARAGRAPHS, AS REQUIRED.

9-9.
RESERVE PARACHUTE
THE JM BEGINS BY GRASPING THE TOP CARRYING HANDLE WITH THE LEFT HAND (WITH THE PALM FACING THE RESERVE) AND PULLING UP AND OUT SLIGHTLY. HE LOOKS AT THE LEFT CONNECTOR SNAP AND, WITH THE INDEX FINGER OR THUMB OF THE RIGHT HAND, CHECKS THE LEFT CONNECTOR SNAP TO ENSURE THAT IT IS SECURED TO THE LEFT D-RING, THAT IT HAS SPRING TENSION, AND IS NOT SAFETIED.


A.
T-10, MIRPS AND SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL MIRPS.  WITH THE LEFT HAND, GRASP THE TOP CARRYING HANDLE OF THE RESERVE, PALM FACING THE RESERVE PARACHUTE, AND LIFT UP AND OUT. LOOK AT THE LEFT CONNECTOR SNAP AND, WITH THE INDEX FINGER OF THE RIGHT HAND, FINGER THE LEFT CONNECTOR SNAP ONE TIME TO ENSURE THAT IT IS PROPERLY SECURED TO THE LEFT D‑RING, HAS SPRING TENSION, AND HAS NOT BEEN SAFETIED. GRASP THE TOP CARRYING HANDLE OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE WITH THE RIGHT HAND, PALM FACING THE RESERVE, AND LIFT UP AND OUT. LOOK AT THE RIGHT CONNECTOR SNAP AND, WITH THE INDEX FINGER OF THE LEFT HAND, FINGER THE RIGHT CONNECTOR SNAP ONE TIME TO ENSURE THAT IT IS PROPERLY SECURED TO THE D-RING, DOES NOT HAVE SPRING TENSION, AND HAS BEEN SAFETIED. TO FURTHER ENSURE THAT THE RIGHT CONNECTOR SNAP HAS BEEN SAFETIED, WITH THE LEFT INDEX FINGER, PULL DOWN AND OUT ON THE SAFETY WIRE AND LANYARD TO ENSURE THAT THE SAFETY WIRE HAS BEEN ROUTED THROUGH THE DRILLED HOLE IN THE RIGHT CONNECTOR SNAP. INSERT THE LEFT INDEX FINGER FROM THE TOP TO THE BOTTOM ON THE INSIDE OF THE RIGHT CONNECTOR SNAP TO ENSURE THE SAFETY WIRE HAS BEEN BENT DOWN TOWARD THE GROUND.

 
B.
SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL MIRPS.  AFTER COMPLETING THE INSPECTION OF THE RIGHT CONNECTOR SNAP AND SAFETY WIRE AND LANYARD, THE JUMPMASTER WILL PLACE HIS RIGHT HAND ON THE LEFT END PANEL OF THE RESERVE, HE WILL THEN FORM A KNIFE CUTTING EDGE WITH HIS LEFT HAND, PALM FACING THE JUMPMASTER, AND TRACE FROM THE JUMPER’S LEFT TO THE JUMPER’S RIGHT BETWEEN THE RIP CORD GRIP AND THE TOP PANEL.  THE JUMPMASTER WILL THEN PLACE THE INDEX FINGER OF THE LEFT HAND INSIDE THE RIP CORD RETAINER, AND GENTLY APPLY DOWNWARD PRESSURE TO ENSURE IT HAS ELASTICITY.  THE JUMPMASTER WILL THEN PLACE THE INDEX FINGER OF THE LEFT HAND ON THE RIGHT STEEL SWAGED BALL, ENSURING IT IS PRESENT.  THE JUMPMASTER WILL THEN TRACE DOWN THE CABLE, ENSURING IT IS NOT KINKED, FRAYED, OR CORRODED, UNTIL HE MAKES CONTACT WITH THE LOCKING PIN.  THE JUMPMASTER WILL THEN TRACE DOWN THE LOCKING PIN, ENSURING IT IS NOT BENT, CRACKED, OR CORRODED, UNTIL HE REACHES THE END OF THE LOCKING PIN.  THE JUMPMASTER WILL LEAVE HIS INDEX FINGER ON THE END OF THE LOCKING PIN.  HE WILL THEN VISUALLY INSPECT THE RED SOFT LOOP, TO ENSURE THE LOCKING PIN IS ROUTED THROUGH IT COMPLETELY, AND NOT PUNCTURING IT IN ANY MANNER, AND THE RED SOFT LOOP IS NOT FRAYED.  AGAIN, USING THE LEFT INDEX FINGER, THE JUMPMASTER WILL CONDUCT THE SAME INSPECTION FOR THE LEFT, STEEL SWAGED BALL, CABLE, AND LOCKING PIN.

      
C.
T-10, MIRPS AND SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL MIRPS.  PLACE THE RIGHT HAND ON THE LEFT END PANEL OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE. FORM A KNIFE EDGE WITH THE LEFT HAND, PALM FACING THE JUMPMASTER, AND TRACE FROM TOP TO BOTTOM BETWEEN THE RIP CORD GRIP AND THE RIGHT END PANEL OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE TO ENSURE THAT THE RIP CORD GRIP IS NOT WINTERIZED (UNLESS THE MISSION CALLS FOR IT) AND THAT THE RIGHT PACK OPENING SPRING BAND IS NOT MISROUTED OVER THE RIP CORD GRIP. INSERT THE INDEX FINGER OF THE LEFT HAND INTO THE RIP CORD GRIP STOW POCKET AND FEEL FOR THE STEEL SWAGED BALL. WITH THE LEFT INDEX FINGER AND THUMB, PINCH OFF THE FIRST LOCKING PIN WHERE IT COMES OUT OF THE RIP CORD GRIP STOW POCKET. APPLY INWARD PRESSURE ON THE LEFT END PANEL WITH THE RIGHT HAND AND PHYSICALLY SEAT THE FIRST LOCKING PIN FROM THE JUMPER’S RIGHT TO THE JUMPER’S LEFT THROUGH ITS CONE. TRACE THE CABLE OVER TO THE SECOND LOCKING PIN AND CONTINUE TRACING UNTIL THE FINGERS FALL OFF END, ENSURING THAT THE LOCKING PINS ARE NOT BENT, CRACKED, OR CORRODED AND THAT THE CABLE IS NOT KINKED OR FRAYED.

D.    T-10 AND MIRPS.  GRASP THE RIGHT END PANEL OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE WITH THE LEFT HAND AND LOOK AT THE FIRST SET OF LOCKING PINS, CONES, AND GROMMETS. ROTATE THE RESERVE PARACHUTE 360 DEGREES ENSURING THERE IS NO EXPOSED CANOPY OR SUSPENSION LINES AND NO RUST OR CORROSION, AND THAT THE LOCKING PINS ARE PROPERLY ASSEMBLED. LOOK AT THE SECOND SET OF LOCKING PINS, CONES, AND GROMMETS AND REPEAT THE SAME INSPECTION. 

E.    T-10, MIRPS AND SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL MIRPS.   WITH THE INDEX FINGER AND THUMB OF EITHER HAND, PINCH OFF THE RIP CORD PROTECTOR FLAP, VISUALLY AND PHYSICALLY ENSURE THE LOG RECORD BOOK IS PRESENT, THEN CLOSE THE RIP CORD PROTECTOR FLAP. WHEN INSPECTING THE MIRPS AND SLCP MIRPS, ENSURE THAT A 1/4-INCH STRIP OF YELLOW BINDING TAPE HAS BEEN PERMANENTLY SEWN ACROSS THE TOP OF THE RIP CORD PROTECTOR FLAP. THE JUMPMASTER THEN PLACES EITHER HAND ON THE BULGE CREATED BY THE DEPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE DEVICE TO ENSURE IT IS CENTERED BEHIND THE RIP CORD PROTECTOR FLAP.


F.
T-10, MIRPS AND SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL MIRPS.  INSPECT THE PACK OPENING SPRING BANDS FOR EXPOSED METAL, SPRING TENSION, AND PROPER ROUTING. FORM A KNIFE EDGE WITH THE LEFT HAND (FINGERS AND THUMB EXTENDED AND JOINED, PALM FACING THE JUMPMASTER) AND SWEEP THE TOP CARRYING HANDLE AND UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE SNAP HOOK BACK TOWARD THE JUMPER (THIS WILL BE THE CONTROL HAND). BEGIN THE INSPECTION WITH THE TOP RIGHT PACK OPENING SPRING BAND.

      (1)
WITH THE INDEX FINGER AND THUMB OF THE RIGHT HAND, PINCH OFF THE TAB PORTION OF THE TOP RIGHT PACK OPENING SPRING BAND AND PULL IT DOWN TOWARD THE RIP CORD PROTECTOR FLAP. LOOK AT THE PACK OPENING SPRING BAND TO ENSURE THAT IT IS ROUTED THROUGH THE REINFORCED NYLON WEBBING AT THE BACK OF THE RESERVE, IT IS PROPERLY ROUTED UNDER THE TOP CARRYING HANDLE, AND THAT THERE IS NO EXPOSED METAL ON THE PACK OPENING SPRING BAND. WHEN THE TAB PORTION OF THE PACK OPENING SPRING BAND IS RELEASED, THE PACK OPENING SPRING BAND SHOULD SNAP BACK INTO PLACE. REPEAT THE SAME INSPECTION FOR THE TOP LEFT PACK OPENING SPRING BANDS. PLACE THE CONTROL HAND ON THE BOTTOM RIGHT CORNER OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE, LIFTING IT UP AND OUT, SO THAT THE BOTTOM LEFT AND BOTTOM RIGHT PACK OPENING SPRING BANDS CAN BE INSPECTED IN THE SAME MANNER.


(2)
LOWER THE RESERVE PARACHUTE BACK TO ITS ORIGINAL POSITION, LEAVING THE CONTROL HAND ON THE BOTTOM RIGHT CORNER OF THE RESERVE, AND INSPECT THE RIGHT PACK OPENING SPRING BAND.


G.
CONDUCT AN OVERALL INSPECTION OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE TO ENSURE THAT IT IS FREE OF GREASE, OIL, DIRT, MUD, TEARS, AND EXPOSED CANOPY. PLACE BOTH HANDS ON THE TOP RIGHT CORNER OF THE RESERVE PARACHUTE, PALMS FACING THE RESERVE. THE LEFT HAND IS THE CONTROL HAND AND THE RIGHT HAND IS THE WORKING HAND. WITH THE HEAD AND EYES 6 TO 8 INCHES AWAY FROM THE WORKING HAND, TRACE ACROSS THE TOP PANEL AND DOWN THE LEFT END PANEL. MOVE THE CONTROL HAND DOWN TO THE BOTTOM RIGHT CORNER OF THE RESERVE AND LIFT THE RESERVE PARACHUTE UP AND OUT, EXPOSING THE BOTTOM PANEL. TRACE THE BOTTOM PANEL ACROSS UNTIL CONTACT IS MADE WITH THE CONTROL HAND. LOWER THE RESERVE PARACHUTE BACK TO ITS ORIGINAL POSITION, RETURNING THE CONTROL HAND TO THE TOP RIGHT CORNER. FLIP THE RIGHT HAND OVER AND TRACE UP THE RIGHT END PANEL UNTIL CONTACT IS MADE WITH THE CONTROL HAND. RAISE THE CONTROL HAND UP OUT OF THE WAY AND TRACE ACROSS THE TOP RIGHT CORNER WHERE THE CONTROL HAND HAD BEEN. RAISE THE RESERVE PARACHUTE TO THE JUMPER AND COMMAND, HOLD, SQUAT.

4. POC FOR THIS ACTION IS MR. MOORE, DSN 835-3458 (EMAIL

MOOREGE@BENNING.ARMY.MIL [LOWERCASE LETTERS]) OR MAJ EDWARDS, DSN

835-6573 (EMAIL EDWARDSR@BENNING.ARMY.MIL [LOWERCASE LETTERS]).

