Rigging and JMPI of the Parachutist Drop Bag
The Parachutist Drop Bag

The Parachutist Drop Bag is a lightweight nylon bag used to carry mission essential equipment to include field packs (ALICE, MOLLIE, SPEAR) during airborne operations.

Rigging loads in the parachutist drop bag

Loads in the parachutist drop bag are rigged as follows:

a. The parachutist drop bag (PDB) will be laid out with the hardware side facing down and all straps let out.  When correctly laid out the camouflage side with the shoulder straps on the outer side of the PDB will be facing down.  Then open the PDB completely.

b. The packs are placed inside the PDB ensuring that the hip pads of the packs are facing down.

c. After the load has been centered close the PDB and secure the slide fastener.  

d. Roll and secure the Single point release cover using the snap fasteners provided.

e. Secure the top center compression strap by connecting the snap hook to the quick fit "V" ring.  Ensure that the top center compression strap is routed under both sides of the release handle cross strap.  Then tighten and secure both ends of the strap. Fasten the two horizontal and two vertical compression straps and tighten ensuring all excess is secured and that the load remains centered in the PDB.

f. Ensure that the permanent attaching straps are secured in the retainer flaps provided.  

g. Route the release handle between the two plies of the release handle cross strap ensuring the release handle lanyard is not twisted.  The release handle should face away from the attaching loops

h. With the snap hook for the adjustable "D" ring-attaching strap facing the PDB route the black attaching loop through the triangle link.  Then route the white attaching loop through the black attaching loop.  Then route the red attaching loop through the white attaching loop.  Route the red attaching loop through the grommet on the female portion leg strap release assembly.  Ensure that the cable loop retainer on the female portion leg strap release assembly is facing away from the PDB.  Route the release handle cable from the release handle cross strap through the red attaching loop above the grommet of the female portion leg strap release assembly and store the excess in the cable loop retainer.  Repeat the procedure for the opposite side.  

i. Route the looped end of the parachutist drop bag lowering line from bottom to top through the triangle link on the back of the PDB.  Then route the ejector snap end of the parachutist drop bag lowering line through the looped end, forming a girth hitch on the triangle link. Starting from the right fix the pile tape of the parachutist drop bag lowering line to the permanent hook tape on the inside of the retainer flap.   "S" fold the parachutist drop bag lowering line inside the retainer flap ensuring that the ejector snap is coming out of the left side.  Ensure that no excess folds of the parachutist drop bag lowering line protrude from the retainer flap and secure all hook and pile tabs.

Attaching the Parachutist Drop Bag to a Jumper

The parachutist drop bag is attached to the jumper in the same manner as the Harness Single Point Release System.  Ensure that the excess of the adjustable "D" ring attaching straps are secured in the webbing retainer provided.

JMPI of a jumper wearing the parachutist drop bag


a.  After issuing the jumper the command of hold for the reserve parachute the jumpmaster will place his left hand on the snap hook for the right adjustable "D" ring attaching strap and his right hand on the snap hook for the left adjustable "D" ring attaching strap.  The jumpmaster will focus his attention on the left hand and the right adjustable "D" ring-attaching strap.  With the index finger of the left hand finger the opening gate one time to ensure that the right adjustable "D" ring attaching strap has spring tension, is facing towards the jumper, and is to the outside of the connector snap for the reserve parachute.    Place the left index finger on the front of the adjustable "D" ring-attaching strap just below the snap hook.  Trace down the right adjustable "D" ring-attaching strap until contact is made with the black attaching loop, ensuring that the adjustable "D" ring-attaching strap is not twisted, cut, torn, or frayed.  Once contact is made with the black attaching loop ensure that it is routed from bottom to top through the triangle link, that the white attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the black attaching loop, and that the red attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the white attaching loop.  Further ensure that the red attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the grommet on the female portion leg strap release assembly.  Place the left index finger on the three-point "W" stitch of the release handle cross strap and look at the release handle cable.  Ensure that the release handle cable is routed between the two plies of the release handle cross strap, through the red attaching loop and secured in the cable loop retainer.  Leave the left index finger in place and conduct the same inspection with the right hand on the left adjustable "D" ring-attaching strap.  Leave the left hand in place and with the right hand gently lift up on the release handle to ensure that it is routed between the two plies of the release handle cross strap and that it is secured by the hook and pile tabs provided.  Grasp the PDB by its side, raise it up to the jumper, and issue the command of hold.  With the left hand palm facing the PDB thumb pointing down grasp the parachutist drop bag lowering line in the vicinity of the girth hitch.  Tug up on the parachutist drop bag lowering line ensuring that the parachutist drop bag lowering line is girth hitched to the triangle link.  Place the right index finger on the hook and pile tabs on the right side of the retainer flap.  Ensure that the parachutist drop bag lowering line enters the retainer flap from the right side, that the hook and pile tabs are secured, and that no folds of the parachutist drop bag lowering line are protruding from the retainer flap.  With the right index finger trace across the retainer flap ensuring that the hook and pile tape is secured until you make contact with the hook and pile tabs on the left side of the retainer flap.  Ensure that the hook and pile tabs are secured and that no folds of the parachutist drop bag-lowering line are protruding from the retainer flap.  With the right index finger continue to trace the parachutist drop bag lowering line until the index finger disappears behind the nylon chafe of the M1950 weapons case ensuring the parachutist drop bag lowering line is not cut, burned or frayed.  With the left hand grasp the trail edge of the M1950 weapons case and pull it towards you.  Remove the right index finger and place it on the parachutist drop bag lowering line on the opposite side of the M1950 weapons case.  Continue to trace the parachutist drop bag lowering line to its point of attachment.  Ensure that the opening gate of the ejector snap of the parachutist drop bag lowering line is facing towards the jumper.  With the right thumb physically seat the activating lever of the ejector snap to ensure that it is seated over the ball detent and free of foreign matter.  Make a visual inspection of the yellow safety lanyard to ensure that it has not been wired, tied or taped down.  With the right hand turn the ejector snap 1/4 turn out and look at the small tooth of the ejector snap to ensure it is present.  Place the right index finger on the surgeon's knot locking knot of the lowering line adapter web tie to ensure that the lowering line adapter web tie is secure.  With the right index finger trace the lowering line adapter web up until it disappears ensuring that it is not twisted cut torn or frayed.  Move back to the front of your jumper and issue the command of squat.  The remainder of the jumper will be inspected as if they were a hollywood jumper.

